Monday-Friday 9:00AM - 9:00PM 6717 Bickham Ln, Charlotte, NC 28269
(704) 596-2363 Located at the University Area

Private & Group Lessons Recording Studio Music Accessories

Sharps & flats Newsletter WINTER 2009
MY OWN MEANING OF PIANO LESSONS

As a piano teacher, I want to make a difference in the lives of my students. I show them
that hard practice will not only develop their music talents, but will also act as an inspira-
tion for those around them.

| What many do not recognize is that my teaching of piano lessons do more than just teach
students how to play the piano. I am proud to say that through my successful methodology,
I also I help my students develop other skill sets that will be valuable as they navigate
through life. Here are just some of those skills:

Discipline (practicing and completing homework for lessons);

Problem Solving (Tixing mistakes when learning a song);

Time Management (show up on time with homework completed);

Achievement (with hard work comes rewards, medals & recognition);

Decision Making (choosing pieces that are appropriate for their level);

Self-Esteem and Confidence (performing in public and at recitals);

Improve Math & Verbal Skills (long-term piano lessons is proven to do just that);
Diversity/Culture (learning about compaosers, music forms & terminology in Italian);
Respect For Others (lab time, taking turns to play the piano and volunteering), etc.

My personal goal is to be the best, and hopefully the only, piano teacher your child will ever
have. I want all of the parents to know that they are receiving the best music education
possible for their children, and that there is no other private teacher in the area that offers
everything that I do. I feel i is the complete music educational experience (piano time, com-
puter lab, recitals, composing muxsic, efe.) that shapes your child as a well-rounded individual

' Finally, I want my students lessons to be fun and educational, but also a place that fosters
talent, creativity, and excitement. I hope that when your child is an adult they will remem-
s ber our lessons as a fun experience. Music has given me an amazing joy filled life, and I
hope that my students can grow to experience the same.
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TO BECOME
“Student of the Month”

Students are required to perform in
public, i.e., for anyone not living in
the same household.

At the end of the month, a name is
drawn from the performance list and
a student receives an Award Tor his/
her hard work.

This is a small way to encourage
them to perform and show off their
talent outside home & our school.

Each stiedent of the month will receive
a gift from Mrs. Foessefi and they
will be stars, recognized on our
websife, and on our newsletter.
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ALLISON LAW STUDENT OF THE YEAR 2008 AWARD

. '. y 10 years old— Student of David Cox Elementary—>5th Grade.
‘ She is a pupil of Mrs. Foessett for almost two years - January 2009.
Winner of Charlotte Music School Summer 2008 Pianc Competitions for Level Two.
Currently competing at District Level under the National Federation of Musgic Clubs:
Music Composition competition—IJr. Level—under Mrs. Foessett.
Composed two gongs during our School Summer Competition 2008.
She attained Student of the Month Award in our school October 20
Avid piano player. She attributes her success to 45-60 minutes daily piano practice.
She is also part of music classes, choir and volunteering services at her school.
Her favorite piano piece is Beethoven’s Fifth Symphony.
Her goal is to be able to compose music for disabled children.

She was recognized and awarded a 16" trophy at our Piano Recital in Decermnber 2008.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY STUDENTS!

JANUARY 2009 FEBRUARY 2009 MARCH 2009
9th—Allison Law
9th— Huan Nguyen 11th—Mckenzie Moone 10 SdratJane ¢ Lektpuson
18th—Harrison Law 23rd—Keshav Shah 1 dquyat Saatch
22nd—Gabriel Acevedo 27l Kancu Ehets
24th— Mrs. Foessett—Teacher ! 3_
31st—Annika Decker :.:
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§MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN YOUR COMMUNITY: PLAY THE PIANO! §

: As a person and a teacher, I always believed in giving back to the community. Playing the piano is not just a wonderful s
¥ talent to have, but also provides us with an opportunity to make a difference in the world. In an effort to express the ¥
: value of our talent, while simultaneously helping others in the community, our studio will provide students with an:
: amazing opportunity to make a difference in someone’s life by playing the piano.

<

: These opportunities will consist of different events throughout the year in which STUDENTS (those interested in partici-
: pating), and MYSELF, will TOGETHER play for a cause, service, or just the greater good. Students are not obligated to
¢ participate at any time. This is a great way for students to volunteer and to perform in public as well. Students partici-
: pating in our group events will receive school credit for community service.

: Our first Community Service as a group has been scheduled. We only need a max of 5 sfudents. Students participating
¢ can play any songs they would like that we covered during lessons. They can also choose to play more than one piece.
¥ Please remember, this is a volunteer session, not a recital. Only parents may accompany the student. There are no costs
w involved. r

@

: COMMUNITY SERVICE EVENT: (Sign up sheet in stitdio)
: DATE: February 28th, 2009
: TIME: 10:30am-11:00am (30 minutes duration). Students arrive 15 minutes prior.

: LOCATION: The Asbury Care Center, Aldersgate Retirement Communily

v

¥ We welcome individuals in our community to approach us for service opportunities. Our website
¥ will have a new page called COMMUNITY SERVICE ready by March 1st. We will be spotlighting
¥ students volunteering individually and in our group events as well. Gofia see it!
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I HOW MUCH PRACTICE MY CHILD SHOULD GET?

In order to make easier for parents to oversee their child’s practice I have put
together a practice table according to the book level of your child's musicianship. Remember,
if a day of practice is missed, the student has to make up for it on the next day. The students
which do better are generally the ones who have a regimented practice schedule. Practice is
not just playing the cool songs, but ALL MATERIAL GIVEN DURING LESSONS: Scales, Play-
book, Theory, and Songs. Parents, please remember to read the teacher’s notes from every
lesson. HINT: Use a kitchen timer or an alarm clock to time each practice as it takes away
any pressure. Please, feel free to contact me for extra tips on your child’s practice.

If you need a practice tracker you can get a free copy online at www.charlottemusicschool.com

LEVELS BOOKS LEVEL DURATION SESSIONS PER WEEK - “AT LEAST”
EARLY BEGINNERS |Primer 15-20 minutes at least 4 TIMES PER WEEK —Every other day (preferably)
BEGINNERS Level 1 30-35 minutes at least 4 PER WEEK - Every other day (preferably)

Level 2 45-50 minutes at least 5 PER WEEK— Every other day (preferably)

Level 3 45-60 minutes at least 6 PER WEEK—Two days off

Level 4 1 hour at least 6 PER WEEK—One day oft’
INTERMEDIATE Level 5 1 hour & 30 mimites 6 PER WEEK—Ome day off

Level 6 1 hour & 45 minutes EVERYDAY

Level 7 2 hours EVERYDAY

Level 8 2 hours & 30 minutes EVERYDAY

ADVANCED Level 9-12 3 hours & up EVERYDAY




COMING UP IN APRIL:
I Recital Preparation for June
I Student’s Competitions

I Review of our community service

QUOTE FOR WINTER:

“Music gives a soul to the universe, .
wings to the mind and life to everything.”
PLATO =
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RECITAL PICTURES AND VIDEO PURCHASE

Our last recital was privileged to have Mr. Lenn Long as our professional photographer and My. Brian Bingham as
§ our professional videographer. I know how important is to have meaningful keepsakes of your child’s special
i moments, which is why I worked hard to find quality services with an affordable price to you.

i If you would like to view and purchase any recital pictures please go to www.lennlongphoto.com. Click on Online
} Proof$, then Misc. Pageants and Holiday Events, and then Charlotte Music Sehool. You can view multiple galleries
| with pictures of our recital. Even if you are not interested in purchasing any, it is worth taking the time to look at
il them. They look awesome! Mr. Long extended the viewing period until February 15th for your convenience.

d As for the video, Mr. Brian Bingham did a tremendous job. The video has each child’s performance as a separated

| chapter which makes for easy viewing. The videos are only $15.00, which is an incredible deal for this long lasting

| memory. Mr. Bingham was gracious to offer videos at such a reasonable price since we are both members of the

d same church congregation. You can order the videos by calling him at 704-399-1550 & www.videoexpressions.com.
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...It is cool to watch my piano being tuned.

For Parents: A piano technician makes your piano sound better by turning the tuning pins to tighten
or loosen the strings. A regularly tuned piano is critical for the development of your child’s ear
training. The technician will also check your piano to make sure all the parts are working together
correctly and will be happy to show your child the parts inside the piano and how they work.
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http://www.a440piano.com/

